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1.0 Artist Opportunity 
 
The Township of Drummond/North Elmsley invites artists with exterior mural experience 
to submit their credentials, examples of prior experience and a preliminary vision for the 
development and execution of an outdoor mural at Township’s public docks in Rideau 
Ferry.  
 
2.0 Background 
 

Rideau Ferry has a rich and vibrant history that extends generations to the first 
settlers and First Nations people.  Its history is briefly captured on a brochure attached 
to this RFP. 
 
The Township has received funding from the Canadian Experiences Fund to create a 
mural on a bridge abutment at Rideau Ferry.  The Township has constructed 280 feet of 
public docks in Rideau Ferry which is located along the Rideau Canal system, a 
Canadian Heritage River, a National Historical Site, and a designated UNESCO 
heritage site. This year, Township built a large platform attached to the public docks as 
a market area with the future intent as a venue for farmers’ markets, artisan stalls and 
music events.  The intent of the mural project is to beautify the bridge abutment (see 
figure 2.1) to attract tourists as they boat along the Rideau system.  LeBoat (the largest 
self-driving boat cruise rental company in Europe) has opened a high end boat cruiser 
rental base in the nearby Town of Smiths Falls which will grow to 32 boats by 2021.  
The LeBoat company has an international market program and a large portion of their 
customers come from United States and Europe.  Because Rideau Ferry is the southern 
gateway to Lanark County, it is also expected that visitors that stop in Rideau Ferry will 
also travel to historic Town of Perth and beyond. 
 
The objective of the mural is improve the beautification of Rideau Ferry and increase 
the number of experiences available in Rideau Ferry for the tourist boaters and over 
land day trippers. 
 
3.0 Project Overview and Design Parameters 

 
The artwork for the mural project should: 
  

1) support the vibrancy of the community;  

2) help enhance the boating experience; 

3) sense of place; and  

4) beautifying the bridge abutment. 

The artwork should celebrate community spirit and have consideration for the 
community’s identity and the cultural, historical, and natural attributes of the site. 
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The artwork must adhere to the following design parameters: 
 
• be an outdoor panel mural installation, suitable for exhibition in a public space; 

• reflect community history, culture and civic pride; 

• support revitalization and economic activity; 

• be appropriate for the site in scale, execution, materials and creativity; 

• must not promote violence, hatred or contempt against any group on the basis of 
colour, race, ancestry, religion, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, age, language or 
disability; 

• must not include business names/logos, branded tags, acronyms, or any 
commercial advertising;  

• must be approved by the Township; 
• must be a literal depiction 
• sized to fit in a space 9 ft by 38 feet, one than one panel may be proposed. 

 
4.0 Design Concept Requirements 
 
Design of a mural that will:  
 

Location of mural 

PUBLIC  

DOCKS 
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1) acknowledge the First Nations presence in our community prior to settlement,  
2) acknowledge the history of the Perth Military Settlement in the early 1800s and 

the Rideau Ferry Boat Race Regatta which was first held in 1897 
3) create an experience that will attract tourists,  
4) beautify the community. 

 
The Township will supply a number of photographs to assist the artist. 
 

5.0 Expectations of Artist 

 
Expectations of the successful artist(s) include, but may not be limited to: 
 
• develop a project concept, budget and a detailed design that meets both the design 

parameters and design concept requirements; 

• oversee or provide input on the production and installation of the artwork 

• ensure that an anti-graffiti coating will be applied to the completed and approved 
mural onsite. 

• travel to Rideau Ferry for a minimum of three visits: to attend an initial startup 
meeting with Township staff and Mural Project Committee; to manage the 
installation of the artwork; and to attend an unveiling event 

• exercise safety and caution while working, utilizing personal protective 
equipment as necessary 
 

6.0 Expectations of Township 

 

The Township of Drummond/North Elmsley will: 

 

• pay for approved costs related to the promotion of this project 
• pay for approved costs related to the installation of artwork panel(s) 
• preparation of the concrete surface  
• obtain structural/environmental approvals if required 
• make arrangements for Artist consultation with the designated person from the 

Algonquin’s of Ontario Consultation Office with respect to the design component 
involving the First Nations 

 
7.0 Estimated timeline 

 

The anticipated schedule for selection of an artist/artist collective and completion of 
the project is outlined below. The Township reserves the right to modify these dates as 
required. 

 

Project Phase Date 

RFQ issued December 23, 2019 
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RFQ submission deadline January 17, 2020 

Selection of Artist January 30, 2020 – February  

Design development/production/fabrication Feb 15 - June 25, 2020 

Installation/completion June 26, 2020 

Unveiling event (subject to 
change) 

June 30, 2020 

 
8.0 Inquiries 
 
Inquiries should be directed in writing to Cindy Halcrow, Clerk Administrator at 
chalcrow@dnetownship.ca.   
 
Please note that the Clerk Administrator will be unavailable from December 24, 2019 at 
noon to January 3, 2020 inclusive.  
 
9.0 Eligibility 

 
This RFQ is open to professional artists and artist collectives with experience creating 
mural works. Artists working in any mural medium, style or technique may apply. 

Successful applicants must demonstrate the professional capacity to oversee the 
design, implementation and production of a mural project for the Township of 
Drummond/North Elmsley in collaboration with the Township. 

As per the Canada Council’s guidelines, a professional artist is defined as someone 
who “has specialized training in the artistic field (not necessarily in academic 
institutions), is recognized as a professional by his or her peers (artists working in the 
same artistic tradition), is committed to devoting more time to artistic activity, if 
possible financially, and has a history of public presentation or publication.” 
 

10.0 Selection Committee & Process 

 

All applications submitted under this RFQ will be reviewed by the Township’s Mural 

Project Committee.  

 

Applications will be assessed based on qualifications, similar work supplied by the artist 

experience and cost. 

• Criteria 

o Letter of Intent – Artist’s vision, approach and insight is appropriate for the project. 

o Artist qualifications – Professional experience demonstrates ability to execute an 
outdoor mural project of this scale while adhering to budget and timeline for those 
projects. 

mailto:chalcrow@dnetownship.ca
mailto:chalcrow@dnetownship.ca
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o Artistic excellence – Examples of Artist’s work reflect relevance, innovation, 
originality and skilled technique. 

o Cost 

 
10.0 Application Deadline 

 

All submissions of this RFQ are due on or before Monday, December 16, 2019 by 4 
p.m. Incomplete applications or those received after the deadline will not be accepted. 

Please note that application materials will not be returned. 

 

11.0  Submission Requirements 

The submission must contain: 

a) Application form: At the end of this document. 
 

b) Letter of intent: (2 page maximum, 12 point font, single spaced, PDF) Describe 

your general artistic approach and your preliminary vision for this project. Outline 

your experience creating artwork for the public realm. Include proof of your ability 

to successfully execute an outdoor mural project of this scale within the budget 

and timeline required. Confirm availability to undertake this project within its 

timeline as per Section 7.0. 

 

c) Resume/Curriculum vitae: (3 page maximum, 12 point font, single spaced, 

PDF): If submitting as a collective, each member must provide a personal 

resume. 

 

d) Visual images and documentation list: (3 minimum/10 maximum) Images of past 

work that best demonstrate your qualifications for this project. At least 2 of these 

images should be of similar scale and scope to the artwork being proposed in the 

artist’s letter of intent.  Include references for all images. Please include a 

documentation list to support visual images. Include title of work, medium, approx. 

dimensions, budget, location and date. 

e) Price:  An itemized budget based on the project proposal. The artwork budget is 
inclusive of all taxes, artist fees, artist sub-consultant fees, travel, and 
accommodation costs. The Township has allocated $44,000 for the entire project that 
includes all costs associated with designing the artwork, mural fabrication and installation.   
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g) Project proposal: A detailed project description including materials and technical 
requirements. The proposal should include a detailed description about how the 
artwork will enhance the existing character of the site through scale, colour, 
material, texture, and content. It should explain how the mural considers the 
social dynamics of the location, how the artwork considers the historical, 
geographical and cultural features of the site, as well as its relationship to existing 
architecture and landscaping, and how this work will contribute to a visitor’s 
experience of Rideau Ferry. 
 

12.0 General provisions 
 

Artist agreement:  Upon notification of being awarded a commission, the successful 
Artist(s) may be required to enter into an agreement with the Township of 
Drummond/North Elmsley. The successful Artist will have a 15-day time period to 
finalize and sign the agreement. 

Communication with the selection committee: The Township of Drummond/ North 
Elmsley will be responsible for all communications, either verbal or in writing, between 
artists making submissions and members of the selection committee. Any 
communication between applicants and Mural Project Committee members regarding 
submissions or the competition may result in disqualification. 
 
Conflict of interest: Applicants must disclose any potential conflict of interest in their 
submission, including any which may involve Township employees or Council members. 
 
Indemnification: The Artist shall indemnify and save harmless the Township from and 
against all claims, actions, losses, expenses, costs or damages of every nature and 
kind whatsoever which the Township, its employees, officers or agents may suffer as a 
result of the negligence or breach of contract of the Consultant, its employees, officers 
or agents in the performance of this Work. 

Intellectual property: The artist will retain copyright of the artwork. The Artist must 
assign ownership of the artwork to the Township of Drummond/North Elmsley and permit 
the Township to use the artwork image to market and promote the Township.  The 
Township will not alter the artwork for purposes of maintenance, conservation etc. 
without prior consultation with the Artist. The Township of Drummond/North Elmsley 
reserves the right to move or de-accession the artwork if necessary and will make every 
effort to notify the Artist.  

Loss or damage: While every precaution will be taken to prevent loss or damage, the 
Mural Project Committee, the Township of Drummond/North Elmsley, and its agents shall 
not be liable for any loss or damage, however caused. 

Concept designs/renderings: Concept designs/renderings may be displayed publicly 
in an open forum. 

Original work: This commission is for a new piece of artwork. The Artist must guarantee 
that the proposed artwork is original and does not violate the copyright of any other 
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person. 
 
Reserved rights: The Township and Mural Project Committee are not obliged to accept 
any of the submissions and reserve the right to reissue the Call to Artists, make no 
selection or cancel the process as required. 
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Rideau Ferry Public Dock Mural Project  

RQUEST FOR PROPOSAL SUBMISSION FORM 
 

 

Name(s):    

Address:    

City:    Postal Code:    

Phone:    

Email:    

Website:    

 

Submission checklist: 

□ Application form (this sheet) 

□ Letter of intent (2 page maximum) 

□ Artist Resume (3 page maximum) 

□ Visual Images, documentation list and references 

□ Price and payment schedule 

□ Addendums (if issued) 
 

 

By submitting this Form, I agree to all provisions of this Request for Proposal. 
 
   
___________________________________  _______________________  
   Signature          Date 
 

The personal information on this form is collected pursuant to the Municipal Act, 2001 and in 
accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and will be used 
for the purposes of participation in and administration of the Main Street Mural project. Questions 
regarding this collection should be directed to the Township of Drummond/North Elmsley Information 
and Access Coordinator at 613-267-6500 ext 251.  








